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Dr. Fred Rayfield

The Official General 
Election Ballot for the state of 
Georgia features four proposed 
amendments to the Georgia 
Constitution.

Voters will be directly 
responsible for deciding 
w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e s e 
amendments pass or fail at the 
ballot box, meaning that voters 
will be deciding which, if any, 
amendments will make it to the 
state constitution.

Therefore, it is important 
that voters understand what 
each amendment means in order 
to make informed decisions 
about potentially changing the 
state constitution.

The four amendments 
were placed on the ballot by 
Georgia legislators with the 

purpose of garnering support 
from Georgia voters.

With General Election 
early voting well underway 
and Election Day rapidly 
approaching, here’s a look 
at  each of the proposed 
constitutional amendments and 
what they actually mean.

Amendment 1
Ballot Title: “Provides 

greater flexibility and state 
accountability to fix failing 
schools through increasing 
community involvement.” 

Ballot Question: “Shall 
the Constitution of Georgia 
be amended to allow the state 
to intervene in chronically 
failing public schools in 
order to improve student 
performance?”

So,  what  does this 
actually mean?

Amendment 1 is asking 
voters whether or not they 

support the state government 
stepping in and taking over 
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  d e e m e d 
“chronically failing.”

The amendment is based 
on Senate Bill 133, which 

requires support from a 
majority of Georgia’s voters 
in order to be enacted come 
Jan. 1, 2017.

If passed, the state will 
be able to take control of 
“chronically failing schools,” 
including all funding for such 
schools, meaning federal, state 
and local tax dollars. 

The governor would 
appoint a superintendent 
to “fix” the schools as the 
head of something called 
an “Opportunity School 
District,” or OSD, a proposed 
district made up only of 
schools around the state 
that are considered to be 
chronically failing by the 

Governor’s Office of Student 
Achievement. 

Such a superintendent 
would answer only to the 
governor, and would have 
authority over all personnel 
issues for those particular 
schools within the OSD, 
potentially making elected 

Early voting continues through Nov. 4 

General Election early 
voting began last week, and by 
the end of the week, more than 
2,600 people had turned up to 
cast their ballots.

Those are big numbers 
in Union County, and even 
larger early voting numbers are 
coming, as thousands more are 

expected to vote early ahead 
of Election Day on Tuesday, 
Nov. 8.

Every weekday between 
now and Friday, Nov. 4, during 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
registered Union County voters 
will be able to walk into the 
Union County Registrar’s Office 
to cast their votes.

The Registrar’s Office is 
located within the Union County 

Courthouse at 65 Courthouse St. 
in Blairsville, and will be open 
to voters even during lunchtime 
hours.

There is one weekend 
day set aside for voters at the 
Registrar’s Office, which will 
be Saturday, Oct. 29, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., for those who 
find themselves too busy to vote 
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Here are three of the four Poteete brothers that served in the 
U.S. Army at the same time. L-R: Billy, Jimmy and Bobby. 
Billy served in Korea. Jimmy served in Berlin, Germany, and 
Vietnam. Bobby served four years in the U.S. Air Force, then 
five years in the Army, with overseas duty in the Kwajalein 
Marshall Islands and Germany

Wallace  Poteete  served 
three tours in Vietnam as a 
helicopter pilot, and he even 
survived a crash landing 
during his service

By Lily Avery
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

The Poteete family has 
inhabited the Dooly District 
of Union County since the 
early 1800s, supporting 
the community in any way 
possible and fighting for 
the freedoms of this great 
country. 

Barrett Poteete taught 
school in 1820, and much 
later the Poteete family gave 
back to the community yet 
again by donating land to be 
used for Mt. Zion Church and 
Cemetery. 

Four such Poteete men 
– Billy, Bobby, Wallace and 
Jimmy, all brothers – kept 
that legacy alive, serving in 
the U.S. Army and Air Force 
during the Berlin Crisis and 
Vietnam War, with all four 
serving at the same time at 
one point. 

According to Wallace, 
it was almost a rite of passage, 
not only for the four brothers, 
but also for the young men of 

the community as a whole. 
At the t ime, Union 

C o u n t y  h a d  n o t  b e e n 
industrialized, leaving those 
who were not farmers with one 

L o o k i n g  t o  s c a r e 
up something to do this 
Halloween? 

Well, look no further – 
Hometown Halloween on the 
Square promises to be a candy-
filled costume extravaganza, 
and will run from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. on Monday, Oct. 31, right 
on the Blairsville Square.

F o r t y - s i x  l o c a l 
businesses had already signed 
up to participate in this year’s 
Hometown Halloween as of 
press time this week, and they 
will soon be filling up the 
Blairsville Square in order 
to give out as much candy as 
humanly possible on Halloween 
night.

Of course, Halloween 

Last year, Hometown Halloween on the Square brought out 
hundreds of parents and children dressed as everything from 
superheroes to Little Red Riding Hood.

is a two-fold event – there’s 
the dress-up, then there’s 
the candy. The two go hand 
in hand, and there will be 
plenty of candy handed out to 
creatively costumed children 
and their parents come Monday 
evening.

Guaranteeing that the 
event will provide frightfully 
good fun for the whole family 
is Darren Harper, program 
manager for the Blairsville 
Downtown Development 
Authority.

“This year, Walmart is 
going to be bringing their 
big inflatables to decorate the 
square, so we’ll have that,” said 
Harper. “A lot of businesses 
dress up or have themes at 
their tables. Last year, Lake 
Nottely Marina had Pirates of 

By Lily Avery
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

This delicious medley of potatoes, carrots, sausage, cabbage 
and chicken, known as “Hobo Lunch,” warmed the bellies 
and hearts of those who attended the volunteer appreciation 
luncheon at the Union County Canning Plant on Thursday, 
Oct. 20

The Union County 
Canning Plant runs smoothly, 
like a well-oiled machine, 
thanks to the countless hours 
put in by volunteers on a 
weekly basis during open 
season. 

To show these men 
and women just how much 
their efforts are appreciated, 
Union County Farmers Market 
Manager Mickey Cummings 
a n d  A s s i s t a n t  M a r k e t 
Manager Kristy Peney held 
an appreciation luncheon on 
Thursday, Oct. 20. 

Sharon Burdick of White 
County, formerly of Blairsville, 
died in an afternoon traffic 
accident on Thursday, Oct. 
20.

Union County Deputy 
Coroner Jeff Fortenberry 
responded to the scene, and he 
confirmed that she had died.

Burdick, 72, pulled out 
of the 19th Hole Plaza onto 
Murphy Highway, in front 
of an 18-wheeler that was 
unable to stop in time before 

Sharon Burdick

Maj. Jonathan Roberts of the Cornelia Police Department recently led an “Advanced SWAT” 
training class in Union County. Pictured here, those in the class are getting ready to train inside 
the Union County Schools Fine Arts Center

Last month, deputies 
wi th  the  Union County 
Sheriff’s Office spent five days 
undergoing intensive training 
in a class called “Advanced 
SWAT.”

Most of the training 
occurred at Woodruff Scout 
Camp in Blairsville, with 
boot camp-like conditions of 
exercise and teambuilding, and 
the last day of training featured 
several maneuvers simulating 
an active shooter scenario at 
the Union County Schools 
Fine Arts Center.

Valuable lessons learned 
and honed in the training 
included working as a team, 
as well as various shooting 

The following were 
indicted during the July Term 
2016 of the Union County 
Grand Jury, which met in 
October for the second time:

M i c h a e l  A n d r e w 
Moore, four counts possession 
of a controlled substance; 
two counts possession of 
marijuana less than an ounce; 
battery, Family Violence; two 
counts cruelty to children 
in the third degree; simple 
assault, Family Violence; 
driving on wrong side of 
roadway.

John Herbert Sweinhart, 
three counts  terror is t ic 
threats.

James Anthony Morris, 
terroristic threats.

Jeffery Keneth Stiles, 
four counts burglary in the 
first degree; two counts theft 
by taking.

Donna Michelle Morrow, 
three counts burglary in the first 
degree; two counts theft by 
taking.

Chr i s tophe r  D ixon 
Redfern, burglary in the first 
degree.

Jason Shane Crenshaw, 
two counts possession of a 
controlled substance; operating 
a vehicle containing a secret 
compartment; driving while 
license suspended; driving on 
improper registration; operating 
a vehicle without insurance; 
improper lane change.

See page 1C

Union County
Schools to host
Veteran's Day

Ceremony

Football
Fri. Oct. 28 @ Fannin Co 7:30 PM

Cross Country
Thurs. Oct. 27 Region Meet
@ Unicoi State Park - Helen
Girls 2 PM  -  Boys 2:45 PMSee page 4B

Dancing With the
North Georgia

STARS
Nov 5th 

See page 8C

Union County voters re-
elected Sole Commissioner La-
mar Paris (D) to a fifth term on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, with close to 
two-thirds of the vote over former 
commissioner Harold Cook (R).

Paris, who defeated the in-
cumbent Cook in 2000, then won 
re-election against Cook in 2004 
and 2008, was victorious over the 
Republican with more than 7,700 
votes.

Voters turned out in record 
numbers in Union County, cast-
ing 11,866 ballots in the commis-
sioner’s race. 

“There are so many people 
to thank, but first I have to thank 
the voters because they are the 
ones that put me in office,” Paris 
said during his victory celebra-
tion on Tuesday night. “I am so 
excited to have had this kind of 
turnout. It was probably the big-
gest turnout that we’ve ever had, 
and to have received 65 percent 
of the vote in this day and age, it’s 
really incredible and I’m really 
proud of that.” 

According to previous re-
porting done by the North Geor-
gia News, Paris tallied 1,217 
more votes than he did in 2012, 
and 1,439 more than 2008, when 
he defeated Cook with 60 percent 
of the electorate. 

This year, Paris collected 
65.03 percent to Cook’s 34.97.

“I have to thank my wife 
(Dinah) because I couldn’t do 
this without her,” Paris said. “I 
also have to thank my daughter, 
who has supported me, all of my 
friends and everyone across the 
county. 

“Finally, my biggest fan 
ever since I got into politics has 
been my sister Paula Paris John-
son, who passed away a few years 

ago. I know she would be so ex-
cited to be here and be a part of 
this. As someone said tonight, she 
was looking down on us and cast-
ing her approval.”

Added Commissioner Par-
is: “I’ve had so many nice things 
said to me about what we’re do-
ing and what’s going on in the 
county while we’ve been cam-
paigning. It makes me feel like 
we’ve done what we’ve needed to 
do and people realize that and ap-
preciate that.” 

In the statewide races, in-
cumbent Republican Johnny 
Isakson returns to the U.S. Senate 
with the race being called just af-
ter 9:30 p.m., with Isakson hover-
ing around 60 percent. 

Isakson put it away locally 
with 80.3 percent of the vote in 
Union County to Jim Barksdale’s 
(D) 15.9 percent.

As of 11:55 p.m. on Election 
Day, the race for the White House 
was too close to call nationally, 
however, the race in Georgia was 
called for Donald Trump (R). 

In Union County, the mar-
gin was even greater with Trump 
collecting 82 percent. Democrat 
Hillary Clinton received 16 per-
cent while Libertarian Gary John-
son picked up 2 percent.

In other statewide races, 
incumbent Tim Echols will return 
to his District 2 Public Service 
Commission seat with 71 percent 
of the votes at press time. Lib-
ertarian Eric Hoskins was at 29 
percent statewide and 13 percent 
locally as Echols handily took 
Union County with 87 percent.

As of 11 p.m. statewide, 
more than 60 percent voted, “No” 
on Constitutional Amendment 1, 
which provides greater flexibil-
ity to fix failing schools through 
increasing community involve-
ment.

Union County also reflect-

ed the rest of the state with 63 
percent voting “No” on Amend-
ment 1. 

Amendment 2, which au-
thorizes penalties for sexual ex-
ploitation and assessments on 
adult entertainment to fund child 
victims’ services, received over-
whelming support with 83 percent 
statewide and 82 percent locally.

Amendment 3 was success-
ful with 63 percent statewide and 
59 percent locally. Amendment 3 
reforms and re-establishes the Ju-
dicial Qualifications Commission 
and provides for its composition, 
governance and powers.

Amendment 4 received 
overwhelming support in Union 
County with 80 percent of the 
vote. Across the state, it gained 
81 percent of the vote. 

Amendment 4 dedicates 
revenue from existing taxes on 
fireworks to trauma care, fire ser-
vices, and public safety.

In uncontested races, in-
cumbent Doug Collins (R-Gaines-
ville) returns to his District 9 seat 
in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. 

Incumbent Steve Gooch 
(R-Dahlonega) ran an uncontest-
ed race for his District 51 State 
Senate seat.

Matt Gurtler (R-Tiger) was 
uncontested in his bid for the Dis-
trict 8 seat that was vacated by 
Stephen Allison (R-Blairsville).

Locally, Superior Court 
Clerk Judy Odom (D), Sheriff 
Mack Mason (R), Tax Commis-
sioner Lee Knight (R), Surveyor 
Jason Henson (R), Coroner Ben-
ny Irwin (R) all ran unopposed.

Two school board members 
also ran uncontested races. Dis-
trict 1 Republican Janna Akins 
will replace her father Gary Dav-
enport (D) in January, and District 
3 Republican incumbent Cindy 
Byers will return for her second 

term after running unopposed in 
the General Election.

Commissioner Paris’ 31 
percentage points margin of vic-
tory is his second largest margin 
of victory since he was elected 
in 2000. In 2004, Paris defeated 
Cook by a 32-point margin (66 
percent to 34 percent).

And he said he’s thankful 
for those who have helped him to 
do his job over the years.

“Obviously, my staff are 
key,” Paris said. “I can’t forget 
about the county employees that 
do all of the work and the deten-
tion center detainees. We couldn’t 
do a lot of this stuff without them. 
I know I’m going to forget some 
people, but I am just so excited 
to have it over and to be ratified 
that what we’re doing is the right 
thing, and people like it and ap-
preciate it.”

Added the commissioner: 
“There are always people out 
there that don’t want you to do 
anything or support anything, and 
unfortunately, there’s always go-
ing to be that group, but I’m go-
ing to continue to do what we’re 
doing and try to make this a better 
county and a better place to live.

“I’m going to continue on 
the path that we’re on because the 
public has let us know that they 
like that path, and there are so 
many people that I need to thank.

“We have a lot of projects 
that we’re working on, so con-
tinuing those projects is going to 
be the fun part of the job. I’m go-
ing to continue to keep our bud-
get in line, continue to keep our 
taxes as low as we can and still do 
things that the public wants us to 
do. In the future, I want to keep 
doing what we’re doing and keep 
making Union County a better 
place to live.”

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Commissioner Paris re-elected amid record voter turnout
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